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NEW HOPE IS A CONGREGATION UNITED IN CHRIST 

WE PROCLAIM CHRIST CRUCIFIED AND RISEN; 
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Welcome! 
We’re glad you’ve joined us as we gather to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

We don’t gather because we’re perfect. We gather because we’re sinners who desperately need 

the forgiveness Jesus won for us by His life, death, and resurrection. As you prepare for the 

Divine Service today, you are invited to pray the prayers inside the front cover of your hymnal. 

As you prepare for communion, please read the statement on page 9. 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Stand 

 

Hymn of Invocation: 677 For All the Saints 

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their 

might; 

Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought 

fight; 

Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true 

light. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

3 Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, 

Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 

And win with them the victor’s crown of gold! 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

4 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are 

strong. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of Glory passes on His way. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

D 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s 

farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless 

host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Text: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit (Congregation sings text in bold.) Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b 

 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 

 in your righteousness de- | liver me. 

For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 

 and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 

 you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God. 
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times and 

places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us so 

to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that, together with them, we 

may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for those who love You; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
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Sit 

 

First Reading Revelation 7:2–17 

 2Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living 

God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm 

earth and sea, 3saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the 

servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed 

from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 

512,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 

12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 

12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 
612,000 from the tribe of Asher, 

12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 

12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 
712,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 

12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 

12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 
812,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 

12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 

12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. 

 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud 

voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the 

angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 

they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and 

glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 

ever! Amen.” 

 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 

from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are 

the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

 and serve him day and night in his temple; 

 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
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16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 

 the sun shall not strike them, 

 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual (Congregation sings text in bold.) Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 

 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,* 

 in whose heart are the highways to | Zion. 

 

Epistle 1 John 3:1–3 

 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 

and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 

that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone 

who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
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 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 

so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
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     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day: 676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White 

1 Behold a host, arrayed in white, 

Like thousand snow-clad mountains 

bright! 

    With palms they stand; 

    Who is this band 

Before the throne of light? 

These are the saints of glorious fame, 

Who from the great affliction came 

    And in the flood 

    Of Jesus’ blood 

Are cleansed from guilt and shame. 

They now serve God both day and night; 

They sing their songs in endless light. 

    Their anthems ring 

    As they all sing 

With angels shining bright. 

 

 

2 Despised and scorned, they sojourned 

here; 

But now, how glorious they appear! 

    Those martyrs stand, 

    A priestly band, 

God’s throne forever near. 

On earth they wept through bitter years; 

Now God has wiped away their tears, 

    Transformed their strife 

    To heav’nly life, 

And freed them from their fears. 

They now enjoy the Sabbath rest, 

The heav’nly banquet of the blest; 

    The Lamb, their Lord, 

    At festive board 

Himself is host and guest. 
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3 O blessèd saints in bright array 

Now safely home in endless day, 

    Extol the Lord, 

    Who with His Word 

Sustained you on the way. 

The steep and narrow path you trod; 

You toiled and sowed the Word abroad; 

    Rejoice and bring 

    Your fruits and sing 

Before the throne of God. 

The myriad angels raise their song; 

O saints, sing with that happy throng! 

    Lift up one voice; 

    Let heav’n rejoice 

In our Redeemer’s song! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
 

Offering (At the conclusion of the service, please place your offering in the plate near the 

sanctuary doors.) 

Prayer of the Church (After every “…let us pray to the Lord,” the Congregation responds, 

“Lord, have mercy.” 

Service of the Sacrament 

God’s Word states that in the Lord’s Supper Jesus offers His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(Matt. 26:28), that partaking of this Supper together is a confession of our unity in faith (1 Cor. 10:16–17) 

and that the body and blood of Jesus can be received to one’s harm (1 Cor. 11:27–32). Out of love for 

those who commune, New Hope Lutheran Church communes only those who 

 

1. Have been taught and examined in the Christian faith,  

2. Confess their sins and trust in Christ for forgiveness,  

3. Have made a public confession of their agreement with us in this one Scriptural faith            

 through membership in this congregation or another congregation of the Lutheran        

 Church—Missouri Synod.   

4. Have spoken with the pastor prior to the service. 

 

If you are not a communicant member of New Hope or another LCMS congregation, you are invited to 

come up for a blessing; please cross your arms during the distribution. 
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Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. In the communion of all Your saints 

gathered into the one body of Your Son, You have surrounded us with so great a cloud of 

witnesses that we, encouraged by their faith and strengthened by their fellowship, may run 

with perseverance the race that is set before us and, together with them, receive the crown 

of glory that does not fade away. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution Hymn: 639 Wide Open Stand the Gates 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001712 

Tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: 672 Jerusalem the Golden 

1 Jerusalem the golden, 

    With milk and honey blest— 

The promise of salvation, 

    The place of peace and rest— 

We know not, oh, we know not 

    What joys await us there: 

The radiancy of glory, 

    The bliss beyond compare! 

 

2 Within those walls of Zion 

    Sounds forth the joyful song, 

As saints join with the angels 

    And all the martyr throng. 

The Prince is ever with them; 

    The daylight is serene; 

The city of the blessèd 

    Shines bright with glorious sheen. 

 

3 Around the throne of David, 

    The saints, from care released, 

Raise loud their songs of triumph 

    To celebrate the feast. 

They sing to Christ their leader, 

    Who conquered in the fight, 

Who won for them forever 

    Their gleaming robes of white. 

 

D 4 O sweet and blessèd country, 

    The home of God’s elect! 

O sweet and blessèd country 

    That faithful hearts expect! 

In mercy, Jesus, bring us 

    To that eternal rest 

With You and God the Father 

    And Spirit, ever blest. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Hymn: 563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 

2 Bold shall I stand in that great day, 

Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 

Fully absolved through these I am 

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

 

3 Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 

Which at the mercy seat of God 

Pleads for the captives’ liberty, 

Was also shed in love for me. 

 

4 Lord, I believe, were sinners more 

Than sands upon the ocean shore, 

Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 

For all a full atonement made. 

 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 
Text: Public domain

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of 

all people, 
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a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 

faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Hymn to Depart: 671 Sing with All the Saints in Glory 

1 Sing with all the saints in glory, 

    Sing the resurrection song! 

Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story, 

    To the former days belong. 

All around the clouds are breaking; 

    Soon the storms of time shall cease; 

In God’s likeness we awaken, 

    Knowing everlasting peace. 

 

2 Oh, what glory, far exceeding 

    All that eye has yet perceived! 

Holiest hearts for ages pleading 

    Never that full joy conceived. 

God has promised, Christ prepares it; 

    There on high our welcome waits. 

Ev’ry humble spirit shares it, 

    Christ has passed the_eternal gates. 

3 Life eternal! Heav’n rejoices: 

    Jesus lives who once was dead. 

Shout with joy, O deathless voices! 

    Child of God, lift up your head! 

Life eternal! Oh, what wonders 

    Crowd on faith; what joy unknown, 

When, amid earth’s closing thunders, 

    Saints shall stand before the throne! 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Hope News and Notes 
 

  October 25, 2020 Stewardship 

Giving: 

General Fund: $1,108 (Amount needed weekly: $2,959) 

Mortgage: $1,078 (Remaining Debt: $105,131) 

 

Upcoming Events  

  Sunday, November 1   New Testament Basics, 11:30 am  

  Wednesday, November 4 No Wednesday Service or Bible Studies 

  Sunday, November 8   All Saints’ Day 

      Divine Service, 8 am (Masks required) 

      Old Testament Basics, 8:45 am  

      Divine Service 10 am (Masks optional) 

           (also online and in the church parking lot). 

      Voters’ Meeting 

      New Testament Basics 
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IN OUR PRAYERS: 

 

Birthdays: Marilyn Kimmel and Emily Edmiston – Nov. 2; John Peck – Nov. 3; Mark Smith and 

Sarah Truex – Nov. 4; Brett McBride and Nathan Bauermeister – Nov. 7. 

Anniversaries: Dave and Michelle Bowman, Tim and Greta Siebert – Nov. 3. 

 

Military personnel: Tristan Graft, Peter McKinney (son of Randy & Diana Buuck), Damon 

Topp (grandson of Randy & Diana Buuck), Nick Stephey and Denver Burkley (grandsons of Joey 

Septer), Ethan and Rodney Bearman (friends of Randy & Diana Buuck). 

 

Members and catechumens of our congregation: Cynthia Miller, Leona Meyer, Nancy Small, 

Thelma Yager, Keith Fuller, Tammy Saalfrank, Carol Schumacher, Marilyn Kimmel, Michelle 

Bowman, Russell Sponseller, Jeani Klaus, Marjorie Johnson. 

 

Friends and family of the members of our congregation: Susan Gaines, Alice Jacobs, 

Makenzie Webb (granddaughter of Carol Schumacher), Gracie Myers (granddaughter of Kent 

and Donna Myers), Terry Brown (brother-in-law of John Hartup), Johnny Johnson (husband of 

Candace Johnson), Jody Ford (friend of Randy and Tammy Saalfrank), Tom Bailey (father of 

Lori Bauermeister), Megan Dunham (daughter of Dave and Michelle Bowman), Bruce McBride 

(son-in-law of Connie Johnson), Michael Johnson (son of Marjorie Johnson), Chad Grieser (son-

in-law of Duane and Jeani Klaus), Isabella Smith (great-niece of Lori Bauermeister), Beth 

Garman (friend of Diana Buuck), Gary Carnes (father of Karen Peck), Hadley Schumaker (great-

niece of Lee Ann Siples), Sheila Park (mother of Katie Todd), Scott and Cathy Lochner and 

family (friends of Tina Bauermeister), Todd Kiser (brother of Tina Bodner). 

 

SCRIP – If you would like to purchase Scrip gift cards, please call Janice Braun - 260-602-5175. 

 

SACRED MUSIC STATION... You can listen to the best of the Church's music for the past 

2,000 years on Lutheran Public Radio. LPR streams 24/7 at lutheranpublicradio.org, Tune in at 

the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

  

NOW HIRING: Wyneken Lutheran School is seeking individuals to serve part-time during the 

school day in our janitorial department.  Days/hours are flexible.  Please contact Principal 

Andrew Gavrun at 260-639-6177 or principal@wyneken.org for more information.  

 

ST. PETER IMMANUEL FISH AND TENDERLOIN DINNER: Saturday, November 7, 

2020 4-7 p.m. at St. Peter Immanuel Lutheran School, 3845 E 1100 N Decatur, IN 46733 

Corner of Indiana State Rd. 101 & Adams County Rd. 1100 North. Adult meal $10 Child 

portion $5 Under 5 free. DRIVE-THRU SERVICE ONLY. All proceeds go towards 

converting light fixtures in the school to energy-saving LED. Tickets available in advance-

give them as gifts! Call 260-223-9897 to inquire 

http://lutheranpublicradio.org/
mailto:principal@wyneken.org
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SWISS STEAK DINNER –The Bethlehem Ladies Aid will be sponsoring a drive through, 

carry out only Swiss Steak Dinner on Sunday, November 8th from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m.  Please call to pre-order your dinners by calling Peggy at 260-705-9182 or Dorothy at 

260-438-7839. 

 

THE PARABLES IN MATTHEW 13… The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily, 

15-minute, verse-by-verse, Bible study podcast.  It’s hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon 

and produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL.  Pastor Weedon will be leading a 

study this week on The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast; The Parable of the 

Weeds; The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl; and The Parable of the Net.  You 

can listen on-demand at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast 

provider. 

 

THANK YOU to instrumentalists Samuel Lind (Trombone) and Sean Bennett (Trumpet) for 

accompanying the prayers and praises of Christ’s people this week and last week! 

 

 

The Feast of All Saints 
 

“The Feast of All Saints, on which we thank God for, and commemorate, those who 

have gone before us with the sign of faith, is mentioned as early as the 4th century in the 

writings of Ephrem Syrus (d. 373).  St. John Chrysostom (d. 407) appointed the First 

Sunday after Pentecost for the observance of the Feast of All Saints.  In the Western 

Church the Feast is established in the year 609 A. D. by Boniface IV, who placed the 

Feast on May 13.  It is Gregory III, in the ninth century, at the dedication of a Chapel 

in the Basilica of St. Peter to all the saints, that moves the date to November 1st.” 

 

Reflection above provided by Zion Lutheran Church, Detroit, Michigan 
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