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 (Congregation speaks non-italic boldface text) 

Invocation  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.*** 

Verse: Galatians 4:6-7 (ESV): “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, 

‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.” 

Psalm 104:1-15 

The Catechism: The Third Article** 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

The holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

The forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Preschool + 

What does this mean? 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him;  

but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,  

enlightened me with His gifts,  

sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies 

the whole Christian church on earth, 

and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, 

and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

This is most certainly true. 

Second Grade + 

 

Readings for the week of the First Sunday after Christmas/Festival of St. John 

Day Bible Narrative Second Reading 

Sunday 

 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Christmas 1: The Presentation—Luke 2:22-40  

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist: John 21:20-26  

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs: Matthew 2:13-18  

The Purification of Mary—Luke 2:22-24  

Simeon Receives the Christ Child—Luke 2:25-32  

New Year’s Eve: Luke 12:35-40  

Circumcision and Name of Jesus: Luke 2:21  

Jacob Is Sent to Egypt—Genesis 46:1-7 

 

1 John 1:1—2:2 

Jeremiah 31:15-17  

Isaiah 49:1-13  

Isaiah 55:1-13  

Romans 8:31b-39 

Galatians 3:23-29  

1 Peter 4:12-19 

 



 Prayers: Collect for the Festival of St. John: Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church 

that we, being instructed in the doctrine of Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, may come to the light of everlasting 

life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*** 

 The Third Article: Holy Spirit, while we, by our own reason or strength could not believe in Jesus Christ, you have 

called us by the Gospel and enlightened us with Your gifts in Word and Sacrament. By your grace, keep us steadfast in the 

one true faith unto life everlasting. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

 The following: Tim and Lynette Esslinger, Don and Charlene Ferrell, Nathan, Megan, Magdalen, and Delilah  

Ferrell, Dennis, Darlene, Trent, and Troy Fiedler, Keith and Janet Fuller, Diane Garrett, Doug and Alice Gosnell. 

 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

 

 Morning Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

 Evening Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

The Hymn of the Week: “Let All Together Praise Our God”   LSB 389 

Looking forward to the Second Sunday after Christmas                                                    January 3, 2021 

Readings:  Genesis 46:1–7 

  1 Peter 4:12–19 

  Matthew 2:13–23 

 

Theme: “Jesus Is the Perfect Israel”* 

 

Lectionary Summary: “Israel and all his family went and dwelt in Egypt (Gen. 46:1–7). God made a great nation of him 

there, but that nation would prove unfaithful to the Lord. Therefore, the New Israel came. In fleeing the murderous Herod, 

our young Lord goes to Egypt (Matt. 2:13–23), that the prophecy might be fulfilled, ‘Out of Egypt I called my Son’ (Hos. 

11:1). Jesus brings to perfection what old Israel could not. He is the faithful Israel, the embodiment of the people of God. 

He offers His perfect and holy life in place of our own. He submits Himself to persecution and suffering in order to save us. 

Therefore, we should not think it strange when we who are in Christ experience trials because of the faith (1 Pet. 4:12–19). 

Rather, we rejoice to share in Christ’s sufferings, knowing that we will also share in His glory.”* 

“The Congregation at Prayer” has been adapted from the model provided by Peter Bender, Lutheran Catechesis: Catechist Edition: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Catechesis for a Lutheran Congregation 2nd Edition (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011), 21-22 and the September 1, 2019 

version at peacesussex.org/downloads (accessed 9/17/2019) as well as Peter Bender’s Master Schedule for 2020-2021 academic year found at 

www.lutherancatechesis.org/resource/ (last accessed 12/23/2020). 

*Themes and lectionary summary provided by www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries. 

**Catechism format for The Lord’s Prayer adapted from the Lutheran Catechesis Learn-By-Heart Edition of Luther’s Small Catechism (Sussex, WI: 

Concordia Catechetical Academy, 1998). Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism: Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing 

House.  Used with permission.  www.cph.org. 

***Apostles’ Creed and Collect of the Day provided by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  

http://www.cph.org/

