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NEW HOPE IS A CONGREGATION UNITED IN CHRIST 

WE PROCLAIM CHRIST CRUCIFIED AND RISEN; 

WE LOVE AS CHRIST LOVES; 

WE SHARE OUR BLESSINGS WITH OTHERS 
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Welcome! 
We’re glad you’ve joined us as we gather to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

We don’t gather because we’re perfect. We gather because we’re sinners who desperately need 

the forgiveness Jesus won for us by His life, death, and resurrection. As you prepare for the 

Divine Service today, you are invited to pray the prayers inside the front cover of your hymnal. 

As you prepare for communion, please read the statement on page 8. 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

Hymn of Invocation: 339 Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001712 

Tune: © 1970 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001712 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit (Congregation sings text in bold.) Psalm 25:4–5, 21–22; antiphon: vv. 1–3a 

 

To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 

 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 

Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

 teach me | your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my sal- | vation;* 

 for you I wait all the | day long. 
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May integrity and uprightness pre- | serve me,* 

 for I | wait for you. 

Redeem Israel, | O God,* 

 out of all his | troubles. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 

 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from 

the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:5–8 

 5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous 

Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness 

in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the 

name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 

 7“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no longer say, 

‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ 8but ‘As the 

LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the north country 
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and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own 

land.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm (Congregation sings text in bold.) Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7 

 
1The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 

 the world and those who | dwell therein, 
2for he has founded it up- | on the seas* 

 and established it upon the | rivers. 

3Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?* 

 And who shall stand in his | holy place? 
4He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 

 who does not lift up his soul to what is false 

 and does not swear de- | ceitfully. 
5He will receive blessing | from the LORD* 

 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 
6Such is the generation of those who | seek him,* 

 who seek the face of the God of | Jacob. 

7Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 

 that the King of glory | may come in. 
8Who is this King of | glory?* 

 The LORD, strong and mighty, 

 the LORD, mighty in | battle! 
9Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 And lift them up, O | ancient doors,* 

 that the King of glory | may come in. 
10Who is this King of | glory?* 

 The LORD of hosts, 

 he is the King of | glory! 

Epistle Romans 13:8–14 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall 

not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love 

is the fulfilling of the law. 
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 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at 

hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

 

 1When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately 

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone 

says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 
4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt 

and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9And the crowds that 

went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 

day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 

 

4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, 

His heroic course began. 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 

1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001712 

Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
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Sermon 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

Offering (At the conclusion of the service, please place your offering in the plate near the 

sanctuary doors.) 

Prayer of the Church (After every “…let us pray to the Lord,” the Congregation responds, 

“Lord, have mercy.” 

Service of the Sacrament 

God’s Word states that in the Lord’s Supper Jesus offers His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(Matt. 26:28), that partaking of this Supper together is a confession of our unity in faith (1 Cor. 10:16–17) 

and that the body and blood of Jesus can be received to one’s harm (1 Cor. 11:27–32). Out of love for 

those who commune, New Hope Lutheran Church communes only those who 

1. Have been taught and examined in the Christian faith,  

2. Confess their sins and trust in Christ for forgiveness,  

3. Have made a public confession of their agreement with us in this one Scriptural faith            

 through membership in this congregation or another congregation of the Lutheran        

 Church—Missouri Synod.   

4. Have spoken with the pastor prior to the service. 

If you are not a communicant member of New Hope or another LCMS congregation, you are invited to 

come up for a blessing; please cross your arms during the distribution. 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 

they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 

 

Sit 

Distribution Hymn: 334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, 

    How welcome You aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 

    My hope, my heart’s delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 

    Your lamp within my breast 

To do in spirit lowly 

    All that may please You best. 

2 Your Zion strews before You 

    Green boughs and fairest palms; 

And I too will adore You 

    With joyous songs and psalms. 

My heart shall bloom forever 

    For You with praises new 

And from Your name shall never 

    Withhold the honor due. 



10 

 

 

3 I lay in fetters, groaning; 

    You came to set me free. 

I stood, my shame bemoaning; 

    You came to honor me. 

A glorious crown You give me, 

    A treasure safe on high 

That will not fail or leave me 

    As earthly riches fly. 

 

4 Love caused Your incarnation; 

    Love brought You down to me. 

Your thirst for my salvation 

    Procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling, 

    That led You to embrace 

In love, all love excelling, 

    Our lost and fallen race. 

 

 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Public domain 

Distribution Hymn: Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying 

1 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” 

The watchmen on the heights are crying; 

    “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

Midnight hears the welcome voices 

And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 

    “Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 

The Bridegroom comes, awake! 

Your lamps with gladness take! 

    Alleluia! 

With bridal care 

Yourselves prepare 

To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.” 

 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

And all her heart with joy is springing; 

    She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 

The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 

    Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 

Now come, Thou Blessèd One, 

Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 

    Hail! Hosanna! 

We enter all 

The wedding hall 

To eat the Supper at Thy call. 

 

3 Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, 

Let saints and angels sing before Thee 

    With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. 

Of one pearl each shining portal, 

Where, joining with the choir immortal, 

    We gather round Thy radiant throne. 

No eye has seen the light, 

No ear has heard the might 

    Of Thy glory; 

Therefore will we 

Eternally 

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! 
Text: Public domain 
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Hymn: 336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

    Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 

    Swell the triumph of His train: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 

2 Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him 

    Robed in glorious majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold Him, 

    Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply 

wailing, 

    Shall their true Messiah see. 

 

3 Those dear tokens of His passion 

    Still His dazzling body bears, 

Cause of endless exultation 

    To His ransomed worshipers. 

With what rapture, with what rapture, with 

what rapture 

    Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 

    High on Thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 

    Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 
Text: Public domain

 

Distribution Hymn: Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding

1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 

    All you children of the day!” 

 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, 

    Let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 

    Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 

    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 

4 So, when next He comes in glory 

    And the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with His mercy 

    And with words of love draw near. 

 

D 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 

    To the Father and the Son 

With the ever-living Spirit 

    While eternal ages run! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of 

all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 

faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Hymn to Depart: 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001712 
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New Hope News and Notes 
 

  November 22, 2020 Stewardship 

Giving: 

General Fund: $1,439 (Amount needed weekly: $2,959) 

Mortgage: $11 (Remaining Debt: $103,930) 

 

Upcoming Events  

  Sunday, November 29   Church Decorating, 11:30 am   

   

  Wednesday, December 2 Bible Study, 6 pm 

      Advent Evening Prayer Service, 6:30 pm 

      New Testament Basics, 7:30 pm 

   

  Sunday, December 6   Divine Service, 8 am (Masks required) 

      Old Testament Basics, 8:45 am  

      Divine Service 10 am (Masks optional) 

           (also online and in the church parking lot). 

      New Testament Basics, 11:30 pm 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS: 

 

Birthdays: Lee Ann Siples – Nov. 30; Don Milholland – Dec. 1; Tony Bauermeister – Dec. 2; Eli 

Behning – Dec. 3. 

 

Anniversaries: John and Sue Hartup – Nov. 29; Ron and Sue Graft – Nov. 30. 

 

Military personnel: Tristan Graft, Peter McKinney (son of Randy & Diana Buuck), Damon 

Topp (grandson of Randy & Diana Buuck), Nick Stephey and Denver Burkley (grandsons of Joey 

Septer), Ethan and Rodney Bearman (friends of Randy & Diana Buuck). 

 

Members and catechumens of our congregation: Cynthia Miller, Leona Meyer, Nancy Small, 

Thelma Yager, Keith Fuller, Tammy Saalfrank, Carol Schumacher, Marilyn Kimmel, Michelle 

Bowman, Russell Sponseller, Duane Klaus, Marjorie Johnson. 

 

Friends and family of the members of our congregation: Susan Gaines, Alice Jacobs, 

Makenzie Webb (granddaughter of Carol Schumacher), Gracie Myers (granddaughter of Kent 

and Donna Myers), Johnny Johnson (husband of Candace Johnson), Jody Ford (friend of Randy 

and Tammy Saalfrank), Tom Bailey (father of Lori Bauermeister), Megan Dunham (daughter of 

Dave and Michelle Bowman), Bruce McBride (son-in-law of Connie Johnson), Michael Johnson 

(son of Marjorie Johnson), Chad Grieser (son-in-law of Duane and Jeani Klaus), Isabella Smith 
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(great-niece of Lori Bauermeister), Beth Garman (friend of Diana Buuck), Gary Carnes (father of 

Karen Peck), Hadley Schumaker (great-niece of Lee Ann Siples), Sheila Park (mother of Katie 

Todd), Scott and Cathy Lochner and family (friends of Tina Bauermeister), Todd Kiser (brother 

of Tina Bodner), Ben Aeschliman (cousin of Lori Bauermeister). 

 

SCRIP – If you would like to purchase Scrip gift cards, please call Janice Braun - 260-602-5175. 

 

DECORATING TODAY…We will be decorating the church and the fellowship hall for Advent 

and Christmas on Sunday, November 29 after church.  We will be serving soup and salad.  Bring 

your family --- there is something everyone can do! 

 

SACRED MUSIC FOR THE ADVENT SEASON… “Savior of the Nations, Come,” “On 

Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending,” “Hark! A Thrilling 

Voice Is Sounding,” “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  You can listen to sacred music for the 

Advent season 24/7 at lutheranpublicradio.org, TuneIn, Amazon Echo, Google Home and the 

Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

 

LISTEN TO BIBLE STUDY BY PHONE…Are you unable to access on-demand audio using a 

smart phone, personal computer or tablet?  Thanks to Dial-a-Podcast you can now listen on your 

phone to Pastor Weedon’s daily 15-minute Bible study, The Word of the Lord Endures 

Forever.  Simply dial (618) 262-0078. 

 

BREAD AND BAKING MIXES FOR SALE…Mary Martha ladies will be selling breads and 

baking mixes in jars today and the next two Sundays.  These are tasty and make great gifts.  The 

breads will keep in your refrigerator and the mixes will keep in your pantry for weeks. 

 

LLV BIRTHDAY CAKES…It is New Hope's turn to provide birthday cakes for the monthly 

birthday celebration on December 9 at Lutheran Life Villages.  There is a list of needed cakes on 

the table across from the office.  All cakes, except for the angel food, should be in an 8" x 10" or 

9" x 13" disposable pan.  Pans are provided.  Please sign up today and have your cake in the 

kitchen by 8 AM on Wednesday, December 9.  Thank You!! 

 

NOVEMBER IS SEMINARY MONTH.  Thank you for your generous donations.  Monday we 

will deliver $300 of scrip and all the items you have donated.  If you still want to contribute, have 

the items here before 10 AM on Monday morning.  Thank You.  

ADVENT SERVICES…Please join us at 6:30 pm on the next three Wednesdays for our Advent 

Services.  Due to COVID-19, we will not have any dinners beforehand.  A brief Bible study will 

still take place beforehand from 6:00 to 6:25 in the gym. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014yZlOyh2aVgiVclhL3VTUK-mUrUJlkmOOf4sSnhMctIHz0nyKoRlMYzn1xEzIfBX9tUy8IjmN0FpYR6QkxSuQEfkuiS_PgIj9qW6GhCcX2CQTwRZ0A7KyoFC2PZTGwbZiXV2EF0He_WMyy_vnxqemTY6ObUDVSbJ&c=yYmDLNUmbqeuutuGmOwyWNmLctZH_UWo7G9G_C03zUUMGiTjSh2SgA==&ch=R5m1PwyX8fMEeMDwvc72RtsBE6IxlQUHF4RcnwkDnZKcDYWxA4HHSQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IgRmcjUfRFGHkofOIn3Hk6kqQlxAMPJZ8c0-j1bae7VtP3keI7IJnzhcnxZHyRh0nbpaEcG2Yv2RdJZ_A_O2fDHdeMafD_BshgMBOBWNK9FXVrXmXTY5pQ4y2QldTevoT72P54Qr-IT0tSiAbXwNe3jNglVF7kpekderxXV8sx3ekFUAep_pWZfBcMInbtDTybO4aBrXL8JA4twNA5O4LQ==&c=lGDoYeH0slM9VckV4BWrPrKsRRXYekAMhgrV2DZKvAuMNYiSYikzkA==&ch=NyvG9aJ8N1Qa9Y3LXoOIKkmmgh07mhbNzbfoy74D4iUh8pb9jt_v6A==
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The Sundays in Advent  

 

“Advent is a season of prayer preparation, of making ready for the coming 

of our King.  As He came in Prophecy, so also He has indeed come already 

in the Flesh.  He comes now in His Means of Grace, given us to keep and 

preserve us steadfast in faith until His Coming in Glory. 

  

“Advent begins with the account of the Triumphal Entry of our Lord into 

Jerusalem (Ad Te Levavi, Matthew 21:1-9), marking our entrance into a 

new year of God’s Grace.  The King comes!  As the budding fig tree alerts 

all to the coming summer, so do we see the signs of the imminent coming of 

our Lord (Populus Zion, Luke 21:25-33).  John the Baptizer sees the signs 

even through prison bars as the blind see and the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised and the poor have the 

Gospel preached to them, bringing hope in the midst of penitent 

preparation (Gaudete, Matthew 11:2-10), fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah. 

And St. John, the Forerunner, who makes straight the Way of the Lord as 

he calls the people to repentance, promises One who is preferred before 

him will come after him, One who will come soon (Rorate Coeli, John 

1:19-28).  Repent, for the King comes!” 

 

(Reflection on the Sundays in Advent provided by Zion Lutheran, Detroit, MI) 

 

The titles for each Sunday in Advent are from the first words of the Latin Introit for 

that Sunday. In the church, these Sundays have come to be referred to by the first 

words of their Latin Introit, just as we refer to the canticles (Kyrie, Gloria in 

Excelsis, Agnus Dei, Nunc Dimittis) by the first words of their Latin text. “Ad Te 

Levavi” means “to You I lift up.” “Populus Zion” means “people of Zion.” 

“Gaudete” means “rejoice.” “Rorate Coeli” means “Drop down, ye heavens.” 

  

 

 


