
The Congregation at Prayer 
New Hope Lutheran Church, Ossian, Indiana 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer  

For the Week of the Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Beginning May 3, 2020 

 

Theme: The Crucified and Risen Lord Jesus Christ Is Our Good Shepherd.* 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed 

Verse: Proverbs 3:11-12 (ESV) 

My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline or be weary of His reproof, for the LORD reproves him whom He loves, as 

a father the son in whom he delights. 

Psalm 23 

The Catechism: The Ten Commandments and the Table of Duties---To Parents; To Children** 

What are the last seven Commandments? 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 

     or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, 

     or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Preschool + 

Table of Duties---To Parents --- What is Ephesians 6:4? 

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; 

instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

Third Grade + 

Table of Duties---To Children---What is Ephesians 6:1-3? 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

First Grade + 

“Honor your father and mother” 

- which is the first commandment with a promise – 

“that it may go well with you 

and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 

Second Grade + 

 

Readings for the Week of the Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Day Reading 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Easter 4: John 10:1-10  

I am the Vine—John 15:1-8  

As the Father Loved Me, I also Have Loved You—John 15:9-17  

The World’s Hatred—John 15:18-25  

The Comforter in Persecution—John 15:26—16:4  

The Work of the Holy Spirit—John 16:5-15  

Easter 5: John 14:1-14 

 

 

 

 



Prayers: *** 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow 

where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer on the Catechism – To Parents and Children:  

 Heavenly Father, you have made us Your children through Holy Baptism.  Grant that all Christian parents would 

faithfully train and instruct their children according to Your Word. Grant that all children would love, honor, and 

obey their parents in accord with Your Word. Amen.  

Collect in Time of Pestilence 

 O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that we turn from our wickedness and live. Graciously 

 behold Your people who plead to You and spare us. Withdraw the scourge of Your wrath and be moved in mercy 

 to turn away this pestilence from us; for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

 You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

In Our Prayers This Week 

For all affected by COVID-19, healthcare workers, government; for an increase in faith and love among believers 

during this pandemic; that the unrepentant would confess their sin, believe in Christ for forgiveness, and be united to 

Christ through baptism in His holy body, the Church. (Consider praying the Litany on pg. 288 of Lutheran Service Book) 

 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

The Hymn of the Week: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”   LSB 709 

Looking forward to Easter 5                                                   May 10, 2020 

Readings:  Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 

  1 Peter 2:2–10 

  John 14:1–14 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ Is the Way, the Truth and the Life 

 

The risen Lord Jesus alone is “the way, and the truth, and the life,” and we come “to the Father” only through Him (John 

14:6). God is thus “glorified in the Son,” and those who believe in Him will do the works of Christ because He goes to 

the Father for us (John 14:12–14). Stephen, “a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5) and “doing great 

wonders and signs among the people” (Acts 6:8), did the works of Christ. When he was falsely accused and put to death, 

he “gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). Fixing his 

hope there, he commended his spirit to the Lord Jesus and prayed for his murderers. In the same way, all the baptized are 

called to follow the example of Christ Jesus by faith. Though He was “rejected by men” in the sight of God, He is 

“chosen and precious” (1 Peter 2:4). He is the chief cornerstone of the Father’s “spiritual house,” and we are built upon 

Him as “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5).* 

 

“The Congregation at Prayer” has been adapted from the model provided by Peter Bender, Lutheran Catechesis: Catechist Edition: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Catechesis for a Lutheran Congregation 2nd Edition (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011), 21-22 and the September 1, 

2019 version at peacesussex.org/downloads (accessed 9/17/2019) as well as Peter Bender’s Master Schedule for 2019-2020 academic year found at 

www.lutherancatechesis.org/resource/ (last accessed 4/27/2020). 

*Theme and lectionary summary provided by www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries. 

**Catechism format adapted from the Lutheran Catechesis Learn-By-Heart Edition of Luther’s Small Catechism (Sussex, WI: Concordia 

Catechetical Academy, 1998). Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism: Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House.  Used with 

permission.  www.cph.org. 

***Collect in time of pestilence from www.lcms.org https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=SWCAOXRTlfaBjeu38q3MMQYU5aExWZRo. Collect of the 

Day from Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

http://www.cph.org/
https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=SWCAOXRTlfaBjeu38q3MMQYU5aExWZRo

