
The Congregation at Prayer 
New Hope Lutheran Church, Ossian, Indiana 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer  

For the Week of the Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity - beginning November 15, 2020 

Theme: “Render to God the things of God”* 

(Congregation speaks non-italic boldface text) 

Invocation  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.*** 

Verse: 2 Timothy 3:14-15 (ESV): “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 

Psalm 99 

The Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer – Introduction and First Petition** 

Our Father who art in heaven. Preschool + 

What does this mean? 

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe 

that He is our true Father 

and that we are His true children, 

so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him 

as dear children ask their dear father. 

First Grade + 

Hallowed be Thy name. Preschool+ 

What does this mean?  

God’s name is certainly holy in itself, 

but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also. 

Second Grade+ 

How is God’s name kept holy? 

God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, 

and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it. 

Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! 

But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word 

profanes the name of God among us. 

Protect us from this, heavenly Father! 

Third Grade+ 

 

Readings for the Week of Trinity 23 

Day Bible Narrative Second Reading 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Trinity 23— Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?—Matthew 22:15-22 

The Birth of Samson—Judges 13:1-25  

Samson’s Philistine Wife and His Riddle—Judges 14:1-20  

The Foxes, Torches, and the Jawbone of a Donkey—Judges 15:1-20  

Samson and Delilah—Judges 16:1-31  

The Family of Elimelech and Naomi—Ruth 1:1-22  

The New Heavens and New Earth—Isaiah 65:17-25 

 

Ephesians 5:15-21 

Ephesians 5:22-33 

Ephesians 6:1-9 

Philippians 1:1-11 

Philippians 1:12-26 1 

Thess. 5:1-11 



 

 Prayers: Collect for Trinity 23: O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that from the bonds of our sins, 

which by reason of our frailty we have brought upon ourselves, we may be delivered by Your bountiful goodness; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen.*** 

 The Lord’s Prayer (Introduction and First Petition): Heavenly Father, You have baptized us into Your name and 

have made us Your children.  Help us to hallow Your name by teaching Your Word in its truth and purity and by leading 

holy lives according to it. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 The following members: Timothy and Greta Siebert; Laxman and Rajni Singh; Randal and LeeAnn Siples; Nancy 

Small; Grahm and Katie Smith; Mark and Donna Smith; Sharon Snow; Michael and Rachel Sponseller and Shawna, 

Makayla, and Emily Edmiston. 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

 Morning Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

 Evening Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

The Hymn of the Week: “‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (stanzas 1-2)   LSB 790 

Looking forward to the Last Sunday of the Church Year                                             November 22, 2020 

Readings:  Isaiah 65:17–25 

  1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

  Matthew 25:1–13 

 

Theme: “By Faith We Are Prepared for Christ’s Return”* 

 

Lectionary Summary: “‘The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night’ (1 Thess. 5:1–11). The arrival of the 

bridegroom will be sudden and unexpected. Therefore you are to be watchful and ready like the five wise virgins. ‘For you 

know neither the day nor the hour’ when the Son of Man is to return. (Matt. 25:1–13). The lamps are the Word of Christ. 

The oil in the lamps is the Holy Spirit, who works through the Word to create and sustain the flame of faith in Christ. The 

foolish are those who do not give proper attention to the working of the Holy Spirit in baptism, preaching, and the supper, 

and so their faith does not endure. The wise, however, are those who diligently attend to these gifts of the Spirit, and who 

therefore have an abundance of oil. The flame of faith endures to the end. By God’s grace they are received into the eternal 

wedding feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, the new heavens and the new earth created by the Lord for the joy of His people 

(Is. 65:17–25).”* 

“The Congregation at Prayer” has been adapted from the model provided by Peter Bender, Lutheran Catechesis: Catechist Edition: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Catechesis for a Lutheran Congregation 2nd Edition (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011), 21-22 and the September 1, 2019 

version at peacesussex.org/downloads (accessed 9/17/2019) as well as Peter Bender’s Master Schedule for 2020-2021 academic year found at 

www.lutherancatechesis.org/resource/ (last accessed 11/11/2020). 

*Themes and lectionary summary provided by www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries. 

**Catechism format for the Commandments adapted from the Lutheran Catechesis Learn-By-Heart Edition of Luther’s Small Catechism (Sussex, WI: 

Concordia Catechetical Academy, 1998). Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism: Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing 

House.  Used with permission.  www.cph.org. 

***Apostles’ Creed and Collect of the Day provided by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  

http://www.cph.org/

