
The Congregation at Prayer 
New Hope Lutheran Church, Ossian, Indiana 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer  

For the week of the Baptism of Our Lord - beginning January 10, 2021 

Theme:“In His Baptism, Jesus Takes His Place with Sinners”* 

(Congregation speaks non-italic boldface text) 

Invocation  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.*** 

Verse: John 3:5-6 (ESV): “Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit.’” 

Psalm 105:1-22 

The Catechism: Sacrament of Holy Baptism** 

What is Baptism? 

Baptism is not just plain water, 

but it is the water  

included in God’s command 

and combined with God’s word. 

Third Grade + 

Which is that word of God? 

     Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.” 

First Grade + 

What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works forgiveness of sins, 

rescues from death and the devil, 

and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, 

as the words and promises of God declare. 

Third Grade + 

Which are these words and promises of God? 

     Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: 

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, 

but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 

Third Grade + 

Readings for the week of the Baptism of Our Lord 

Day Bible Narrative Second Reading 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

The Baptism of Our Lord—Matthew 3:1-6, 13-17  

The Baptism of Our Lord—Mark 1:1-11  

Behold the Lamb of God—John 1:19-34  

Nicodemus Comes to Jesus by Night—John 3:1-16  

The Woman at the Well—John 4:1-30, 39-42  

The Pool of Bethesda—John 5:1-15  

The Lord Shows Moses His Glory—Exodus 33:12-23 

 

Isaiah 42:1-9  

Leviticus 16:21-24 

Numbers 21:4-9 

Jeremiah 2:9-13  

Isaiah 35:3-10  

Ephesians 5:22-33 



 

 Prayers: Collect for the Baptism of Our Lord: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You 

proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful 

in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*** 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: Heavenly Father, by Your word and promise, You have instituted Holy Baptism to 

work forgiveness of sins, rescue from death and the devil, and give eternal salvation. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

strengthen our faith in your words and promises and keep us steadfast in the confession of Your Holy Name. Through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

 The following:  Candace, Jett, and Cade Johnson; Connie Johnson; Marjorie Johnson; Shannon Johnson and 

Joseph Hatchins; Marilyn Kimmel; Duane and Jeani Klaus. 

  

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

 

 Morning Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

 Evening Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

The Hymn of the Week: “To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord” (stanzas 1 and 4)   LSB 406 

Looking forward to the Second Sunday after the Epiphany                                          January 17, 2021 

Readings:  Exodus 33:12–23 

   or Amos 9:11–15 

  Ephesians 5:22–33 

   or Romans 12:6–16 

  John 2:1–11 

 

Theme: “Jesus’ First Miracle Reveals God’s Glory”* 

 

Lectionary Summary: “The coming of the Messianic kingdom means the restoration of creation. The sign of this 

restoration is that ‘the mountains shall drip sweet wine’ (Amos 9:11–15). When the elements of a fallen creation fail and 

run short at a wedding feast, our Lord Jesus steps in to restore creation and miraculously changes water into an abundance 

of the very best wine (John 2:1–11). With this sign, Christ manifests His glory. The ‘back’ of God (Ex. 33:12–23) is revealed 

to those who believe. The hour will come when Jesus will again manifest His glory by taking creation’s curse into His own 

body to release us from its power. The Bridegroom will give His life for the Bride (Eph. 5:22–32), and from His side will 

flow water and blood, the holy sacraments by which she is cleansed and made one with Him. Through this sacrificial love of 

Christ we are enabled to ‘love one another with brotherly affection . . .’ and to ‘outdo one another in showing honor’ (Rom. 

12:6–16).”* 

“The Congregation at Prayer” has been adapted from the model provided by Peter Bender, Lutheran Catechesis: Catechist Edition: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Catechesis for a Lutheran Congregation 2nd Edition (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011), 21-22 and the September 1, 2019 

version at peacesussex.org/downloads (accessed 9/17/2019) as well as Peter Bender’s Master Schedule for 2020-2021 academic year found at 

www.lutherancatechesis.org/resource/ (last accessed 01/08/2021). 

*Themes and lectionary summary provided by www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries. 

**Catechism format adapted from the Lutheran Catechesis Learn-By-Heart Edition of Luther’s Small Catechism (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical 

Academy, 1998). Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism: Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House.  Used with 

permission.  www.cph.org. 

***Apostles’ Creed and Collect of the Day provided by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  

 

http://www.cph.org/

