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Welcome! 
We’re glad you’ve joined us as we gather to celebrate our Lord’s incarnation and receive God’s 

gift of forgiveness. We don’t gather because we’re perfect. We gather because we’re sinners who 

desperately need the forgiveness Jesus won for us by His life, death, and resurrection. As you 

prepare for the Divine Service today, you are invited to pray the prayers inside the front cover of 

your hymnal. As you prepare for communion, please read the statement on page 10. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

 

Hymn of Invocation: 389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

1 Let all together praise our God 

    Before His glorious throne; 

Today He opens heav’n again 

    To give us His own Son, 

    To give us His own Son. 

 

2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 

    Is born an infant small, 

And in a manger, poor and lone, 

    Lies in a humble stall, 

    Lies in a humble stall. 

 

3 Within an earthborn form He hides 

    His all-creating light; 

To serve us all He humbly cloaks 

    The splendor of His might, 

    The splendor of His might. 

 

4 He undertakes a great exchange, 

    Puts on our human frame, 

And in return gives us His realm, 

    His glory, and His name, 

    His glory, and His name. 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s 

love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 
Text (st. 2): Public domain 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110001712 

 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit (Congregation sings text in bold.) Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
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 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free 

from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 

 17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was 

erected. 18Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its 

poles, and raised up its pillars. 19And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering 

of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He took the testimony and put it into 

the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And he brought 

the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the 

testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. . . . 

 34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the 

glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud 

was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37But if the cloud was 

not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the 

LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of 

Israel throughout all their journeys.  

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual (Congregation sings text in bold.) Psalm 118:26a, 27a, 23 

 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 

 The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us. 

This is the LORD’s | doing;* 

 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
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Epistle Titus 3:4–7 

 4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not 

because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing 

of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the 

hope of eternal life. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 

 
  

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 

was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not 

any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to 

bear witness about the light. 

 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 

world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his 

own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in 

his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the 

will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried 

out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 

before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was 
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given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; 

the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

Athanasian Creed 

C Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith. 

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally. 

And the catholic faith is this, 

that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the 

persons nor dividing the substance. 

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. 

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory 

equal, the majesty coeternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one 

Infinite. 

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty; 

and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person 

as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there 

are three Gods or Lords. 

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor 

begotten, but proceeding. 

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy 

Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 
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And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than 

another; 

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all 

things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be 

worshiped. 

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the 

incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is man, 

born from the substance of His mother in this age: 

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh; 

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to 

His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption 

of the humanity into God; 

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the 

dead, 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, 

from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account 

concerning their own deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done 

evil into eternal fire. 

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be 

saved. 
 

Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day: 382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth 

1 We praise You, Jesus, at Your birth; 

Clothed in flesh You came to earth. 

    The virgin bears a sinless boy 

    And all the angels sing for joy. 

        Alleluia! 

 

2 Now in the manger we may see 

God’s Son from eternity, 

    The gift from God’s eternal throne 

    Here clothed in our poor flesh and bone. 

        Alleluia! 
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3 The virgin Mary’s lullaby 

Calms the infant Lord Most High. 

    Upon her lap content is He 

    Who keeps the earth and sky and sea. 

        Alleluia! 

 

4 The Light Eternal, breaking through, 

Made the world to gleam anew; 

    His beams have pierced the core of night, 

    He makes us children of the light. 

        Alleluia! 

 

5 The very Son of God sublime 

Entered into earthly time 

    To lead us from this world of cares 

    To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs. 

        Alleluia! 

6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 

    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways 

    As we, like angels, sing His praise. 

        Alleluia! 

 

7 All this for us our God has done 

Granting love through His own Son. 

    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 

    And sing His praise with endless voice. 

        Alleluia! 
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 

Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110001712 

 

 

 

 

Sermon 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
 

 

Offering (At the conclusion of the service, please place your offering in the plate near the 

sanctuary doors.) 

 

Prayer of the Church (After every “…let us pray to the Lord,” the Congregation responds, 

“Lord, have mercy.” 
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Service of the Sacrament 

God’s Word states that in the Lord’s Supper Jesus offers His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(Matt. 26:28), that partaking of this Supper together is a confession of our unity in faith (1 Cor. 10:16–17) 

and that the body and blood of Jesus can be received to one’s harm (1 Cor. 11:27–32). Out of love for 

those who commune, New Hope Lutheran Church communes only those who 

1. Have been taught and examined in the Christian faith,  

2. Confess their sins and trust in Christ for forgiveness,  

3. Have made a public confession of their agreement with us in this one Scriptural faith            

 through membership in this congregation or another congregation of the Lutheran        

 Church—Missouri Synod.   

4. Have spoken with the pastor prior to the service. 

If you are not a communicant member of New Hope or another LCMS congregation, you are invited to 

come up for a blessing; please cross your arms during the distribution. 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in 

the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 

that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are 

not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
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Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 

peace. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution Hymn: 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

    He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

    Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

    Thou my Savior art! 

    Thou my Savior art! 

 

 

 

 

2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 

    Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

    Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

    Draw me unto Thee! 

    Draw me unto Thee! 
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3 Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 

    Death was reigning o’er us 

Through sin and vanity 

    Till He opened for us 

A bright eternity. 

    May we praise Him there! 

    May we praise Him there! 

 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

    Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

    Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

    Oh, that we were there! 

    Oh, that we were there! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn: 387 Joy to the World 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 

plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of 

all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 

faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Hymn to Depart: 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 

Refrain 

 

Refrain:  Come and worship, come and 

worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

    Yonder shines the Infant Light. 

Refrain 

 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

    Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 

    Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

    In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

 

D 5 All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 
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Join us for the rest of the Christmas season 

Unless otherwise noted, masks are optional. 

 

 

December 27: First Sunday of Christmas Divine Service, 10 am 

 

December 31: New Year’s Eve/Eve of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus, 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Art – The Nativity of Christ, artist unknown 

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ is pictured here in a traditional rendering of the manger 

scene from the Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 2, verses 7- 14. Mary, Joseph, the 

shepherds and the angels worship the Newborn King. The Latin inscription that encircles the 

Christ reads "Et Verbum Caro Factum Est Alleluia!", or "The Word was made Flesh, Alleluia!"  

 

(The cover art and reflection above have been adapted from an ordo cover provided by Zion 

Lutheran Church of Detroit, MI at www.ziondetroit.org) 
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