
The Congregation at Prayer 
New Hope Lutheran Church, Ossian, Indiana 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer  

For the week of the Resurrection of Our Lord 

Beginning April 12, 2020 

 

Theme: The Lord Jesus Brings Us Out of Death into Life with His God and Father in Heaven.* 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed 

Verse: John 11:25-26a (ESV) 

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 

everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.’” 

Psalm 118:15-29  

The Catechism: The Third Article** 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

The holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 

The forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Preschool + 

What does this mean? 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him;  

but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,  

enlightened me with His gifts,  

sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies 

the whole Christian church on earth, 

and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, 

and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

This is most certainly true. 

Second Grade + 

 

Readings for the Week of the Resurrection of Our Lord 

Day Reading 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

The Resurrection of Our Lord: John 20:1-18  

Easter Monday: The Emmaus’ Disciples—Luke 24:13-35  

Easter Tuesday: The Breaking of the Bread—Luke 24:36-49  

Easter Wednesday: The Resurrection Catch—John 21:1-14  

Jesus Reinstates Peter—John 21:15-25  

The Song of Moses—Exodus 15:1-18  

Easter 2: Acts 5:29-42 

 

 

 

 



Prayers: **** 

Collect for the Resurrection of Our Lord 

Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You overcame death and opened to us the gate of 

everlasting life. We humbly pray that we may live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer on the Catechism - The Third Article:  

 Holy Spirit, by our own reason or strength we cannot believe in Jesus Christ or come to Him, but You have called 

us by the Gospel and enlightened us with Your gifts in Word and Sacrament. By your grace, keep us steadfast in 

the one true faith unto life everlasting. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

Collect in Time of Pestilence 

 O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that we turn from our wickedness and live. Graciously 

 behold Your people who plead to You and spare us. Withdraw the scourge of Your wrath and be moved in mercy 

 to turn away this pestilence from us; for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

 You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

In Our Prayers This Week 

For all affected by COVID-19, healthcare workers, government; for an increase in faith and love among believers 

during this pandemic; that the unrepentant would confess their sin, believe in Christ for forgiveness, and be united to 

Christ through baptism in His holy body, the Church. (Consider praying the Litany on pg. 288 of Lutheran Service Book) 

 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

The Hymn of the Week: “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”   LSB 467 (st. 1-2) 

Looking forward to Easter 2                                                April 19, 2020 

Readings:  Acts 5:29–42 

  1 Peter 1:3–9 

  John 20:19–31 

 

Christ Jesus Breathes His Spirit and His Life into Us by the Ministry of the Gospel 

 

The crucified and risen Lord Jesus establishes the ministry of the Gospel in order to bestow His life-giving Holy Spirit 

and His peace upon the Church. To those who are called and ordained to this office, and to those they serve in His name, 

He grants the Holy Absolution of all sins. By the fruits of His cross, He replaces fear and doubt with peace and joy, and 

thus gives “repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5:31). Through the preaching of His sent ones, He calls us 

to believe that He “is the Christ, the Son of God,” so that by such faith we “may have life in his name” (John 20:31). In 

His resurrection, we have the “living hope” to which we have been “born again” and by which we are guarded “for a 

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:3, 5). Until then, “though you have not seen him, you love him,” 

and by the mercies of God “you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory” (1 Peter 

1:8).* 

“The Congregation at Prayer” has been adapted from the model provided by Peter Bender, Lutheran Catechesis: Catechist Edition: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Catechesis for a Lutheran Congregation 2nd Edition (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011), 21-22 and the September 1, 

2019 version at peacesussex.org/downloads (accessed 9/17/2019) as well as Peter Bender’s Master Schedule for 2019-2020 academic year found at 

www.lutherancatechesis.org/resource/ (last accessed 4/11/2020). 

*Theme and lectionary summary provided by www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries. 

**Catechism format adapted from the Lutheran Catechesis Learn-By-Heart Edition of Luther’s Small Catechism (Sussex, WI: Concordia 

Catechetical Academy, 1998). Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism: Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House.  Used with 

permission.  www.cph.org. 

****Collect in time of pestilence from www.lcms.org https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=SWCAOXRTlfaBjeu38q3MMQYU5aExWZRo. Collect of the 

Day from Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

http://www.cph.org/
https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=SWCAOXRTlfaBjeu38q3MMQYU5aExWZRo

