
The Congregation at Prayer 
New Hope Lutheran Church, Ossian, Indiana 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer  

For the week of the First Sunday in Lent, beginning February 21, 2021 

Theme: “Jesus Does Battle in Our Place”* 

 (Congregation speaks non-italic boldface text) 

Invocation  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.*** 

Verse: John 6:51 (ESV): “[Jesus said], ‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this 

bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’” 

Psalm: 107:17-33-43 

The Catechism: The Sacrament of the Altar** 

     Where is this written? 

     The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark Luke, and St. Paul write: 

Second Grade + 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 

and when He had given thanks,  

He gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Kindergarten + 

     What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

     These words, 

     Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, 

     show us that in the Sacrament 

     forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation  

     are given us through these words. 

     For where there is forgiveness of sins, 

     there is also life and salvation. 

First Grade + 

     How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

     Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, 

     but the words written here: 

     Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

     These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, 

     are the main thing in the Sacrament. 

     Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 

     forgiveness of sins. 

Second Grade + 



Readings for the week of Lent 1 

Day Bible Narrative Second Reading 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Lent 1—The Temptation of Our Lord—Matthew 4:1-11  

The Bread from Heaven—Exodus 16:1-15, 31  

The Water from Rock—Exodus 17:1-7  

St. Matthias, Apostle—Acts 1:15-26  

The Golden Calf—Exodus 32:1-20  

Touching the Hem of His Garment—Luke 8:40-56  

Jacob Wrestles with the Lord—Genesis 32:22-32 

 

John 6:26-40  

1 Corinthians 10:1-13  

1 John 3:10-16  

Hebrews 10:11-25  

John 6:41-58  

Romans 5:1-5 

 Prayers: Collect for Lent 1: “O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to 

the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this 

world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”*** 

 Sacrament of the Altar: Heavenly Father, we give thanks that Your dear Son has given us His true body and blood 

for us Christians to eat and to drink.  Grant that we may earnestly desire and worthily receive this Sacrament, not trusting in 

our own merits but solely in the merit of Christ our Savior, through Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen.  

The following: Jacob, Danielle, Grant, and Joshua Adam; Christopher, Melissa, and Hayden Alfeld 

 

 Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

 Morning Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

 Evening Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

The Hymn of the Week: “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall” (stanzas 1-4)   LSB 562 

Looking forward to the Second Sunday in Lent (Reminiscere)                                                   February 28, 2021 

Readings:  Genesis 32:22–32 

  1 Thessalonians 4:1–7 

   or Romans 5:1–5 

  Matthew 15:21–28 

 

Theme: “Holding God to His Word”* 

 

Lectionary Summary: “Jacob wrestled with God; he would not let Him go until he received a blessing from Him (Gen. 

32:22–32). So it was with the Canaanite woman. Though Jesus seemed to ignore and reject her, she continued to call upon 

His name and look to Him for help (Mt. 15:21–28). Even when the Lord called her a little dog, she held on to Him in faith 

and would not let Him wriggle out of His words: ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 

table.’ This Gentile woman shows herself to be a true Israelite, who struggles with God and man in Christ and prevails. ‘O 

woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire’ (Mt. 15:27–28). This is the sanctifying will of God (1 Thess. 

4:1–7)—to test your faith in order that it may be refined and strengthened. For tribulation produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; character, hope. And hope in Christ does not disappoint (Rom. 5:1–5).”* 

“The Congregation at Prayer” has been adapted from the model provided by Peter Bender, Lutheran Catechesis: Catechist Edition: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Catechesis for a Lutheran Congregation 2nd Edition (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011), 21-22 and the September 1, 2019 

version at peacesussex.org/downloads (accessed 9/17/2019) as well as Peter Bender’s Master Schedule for 2020-2021 academic year found at 

www.lutherancatechesis.org/resource/ (last accessed 02/18/2021). 

*Themes and lectionary summary provided by www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries. 

**Catechism format adapted from the Lutheran Catechesis Learn-By-Heart Edition of Luther’s Small Catechism (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical 

Academy, 1998). Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism: Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House.  Used with 

permission.  www.cph.org. 

***Apostles’ Creed and Collect of the Day provided by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.  

http://www.cph.org/

