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WE SHARE OUR BLESSINGS WITH OTHERS 



2 

 

Welcome! 

We’re glad you’ve joined us as we gather to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

We don’t gather because we’re perfect. We’re sinners who desperately need the forgiveness Jesus 

won for us and delivers today. To prepare for the Divine Service, pray the prayers inside the front 

cover of your hymnal. As you prepare for communion, please read the statement on page 9. 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

Hymn of Invocation: 909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 

    Christ, our head and cornerstone, 

Chosen of the Lord and precious, 

    Binding all the Church in one; 

Holy Zion’s help forever 

    And our confidence alone. 

 

2 To this temple, where we call You, 

    Come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 

Come with all Your loving-kindness, 

    Hear Your people as they pray; 

And Your fullest benediction 

    Shed within these walls today. 

 

3 Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful 

    All the gifts they ask to gain; 

What they gain from You, forever 

    With the blessèd to retain; 

And hereafter in Your glory 

    Evermore with You to reign. 

 

D 4 Praise and honor to the Father, 

    Praise and honor to the Son, 

Praise and honor to the Spirit, 

    Ever three and ever one: 

One in might and one in glory 

    While unending ages run! 
Text: Public domain

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
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But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit (Congregation sings text in bold.)        Psalm 18:1–2a, 27, 32, 49; antiphon: vv. 5–6a 

 

The cords of Sheol en- | tangled me;* 

 the snares of death con- | fronted me. 

In my distress I called up- | on the LORD.* 

 From his temple he | heard my voice. 

I love you, O | LORD, my strength.* 

 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my de- | liverer. 

For you save a humble | people,* 

 but the haughty eyes | you bring down. 

[You have] equipped | me with strength* 

 and made my way | blameless. 

For this I will praise you, O LORD, among the | nations,* 

 and sing | to your name. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The cords of Sheol en- | tangled me;* 

 the snares of death con- | fronted me. 

In my distress I called up- | on the LORD.* 

 From his temple he | heard my voice. 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the 

consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of 

Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1–7 

 1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, 

according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water 

for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 

drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 
3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why 

did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So 

Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 

me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the 

elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, 

I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall 

come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
7And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the 

people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Venite LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 9:24—10:5 

 24Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So 

run that you may obtain it. 25Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to 

receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as 

one beating the air. 27But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to 

others I myself should be disqualified. 

 1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed 

through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the 

same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual 
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Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them God was 

not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Tract (Congregation sings text in bold.)        Psalm 130:1–4 

 

Out | of the depths* 

 I cry to you, | O LORD! 

O Lord, | hear my voice!* 

 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for | mercy! 

If you, O LORD, should mark in- | iquities,* 

 O Lord, | who could stand? 

But with you there is for- | giveness,* 

 that you | may be feared. 

Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

 

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, 

he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle 

in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I 

will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did 

the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to 

them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 

He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the 

last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them 

received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, 

but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of 

the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 

who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what 

belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed 
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to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last 

will be first, and the first last.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 

day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 

1 Salvation unto us has come 

    By God’s free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, 

    They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 

Who did for all the world atone; 

    He is our one Redeemer. 

 

2 What God did in His Law demand 

    And none to Him could render 

Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand 

    For man, the vile offender. 

Our flesh has not those pure desires 

The spirit of the Law requires, 

    And lost is our condition. 

3 It was a false, misleading dream 

    That God His Law had given 

That sinners could themselves redeem 

    And by their works gain heaven. 

The Law is but a mirror bright 

To bring the inbred sin to light 

    That lurks within our nature. 

 

4 From sin our flesh could not abstain, 

    Sin held its sway unceasing; 

The task was useless and in vain, 

    Our guilt was e’er increasing. 

None can remove sin’s poisoned dart 

Or purify our guileful heart— 

    So deep is our corruption. 
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5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 

 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 

 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 

 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 

 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 

 

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 
Text: Public domain

 

Sermon – (Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, General Secretary of the International Lutheran Council) 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Offering (After the service, please place your offering in the plate near the sanctuary doors.) 

 

Installation of Rev. Roger B. James as Assistant Secretary of the Int’l Lutheran Council 

 

Prayer of the Church (After every “…let us pray to the Lord,” the Congregation responds, 

“Lord, have mercy.”) 
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Service of the Sacrament 

God’s Word states that in the Lord’s Supper Jesus offers His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(Matt. 26:28), that partaking of this Supper together is a confession of our unity in faith (1 Cor. 10:16–17) 

and that the body and blood of Jesus can be received to one’s harm (1 Cor. 11:27–32). Out of love for 

those who commune, New Hope Lutheran Church communes only those who 

1. Have been taught and examined in the Christian faith,  

2. Confess their sins and trust in Christ for forgiveness,  

3. Have made a public confession of their agreement with us in this one Scriptural faith            

 through membership in this congregation or another congregation of the Lutheran        

 Church—Missouri Synod.   

4. Have spoken with the pastor prior to the service. 

If you are not a communicant member of New Hope or another LCMS congregation, you are invited to 

come up for a blessing; please cross your arms during the distribution. 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 

what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to 

the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You 

have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
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Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 
 

Sit 

Distribution Hymn: 586 Preach You the Word 
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5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 

And bears a harvest hundredfold: 

    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

 

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 

Who gave the sower seed to sow 

    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001712 

Tune: Public domain

 

Distribution Hymn: 617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and 

adore Thee, 

In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst 

nourish 

Our weak souls that they may flourish: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 

That our sins and sorrows did carry, 

And Thy blood for us plead 

In all trial, fear, and need: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

2 Thy holy body into death was given, 

Life to win for us in heaven. 

No greater love than this to Thee could 

bind us; 

May this feast thereof remind us! 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 

That Thy blood should bless and sustain 

me. 

All our debt Thou hast paid; 

Peace with God once more is made: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor 

That we follow Christ our Savior 

And live together here in love and union 

Nor despise this blest Communion! 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 

Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 

Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 

Days of peace and unity: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001712

 

 

Hymn: 523 O Word of God Incarnate 

1 O Word of God incarnate, 

    O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

    O Light of our dark sky: 

We praise You for the radiance 

    That from the hallowed page, 

A lantern to our footsteps, 

    Shines on from age to age. 

 

 

2 The Church from You, dear Master, 

    Received the gift divine; 

And still that light is lifted 

    O’er all the earth to shine. 

It is the chart and compass 

    That, all life’s voyage through, 

Mid mists and rocks and quicksands 

    Still guides, O Christ, to You. 
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3 O make Your Church, dear Savior, 

    A lamp of burnished gold 

To bear before the nations 

    Your true light as of old! 

O teach Your wand’ring pilgrims 

    By this their path to trace 

Till, clouds and darkness ended, 

    They see You face to face! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Hymn: 578 Thy Strong Word 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

    Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

    Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, 

    And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth 

    All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001712 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of 

all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
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as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

A Let us pray.      We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Hymn to Depart: 941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001712 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Following the service, please join us in the gym for a reception  

to celebrate the installation of Rev. Roger James. 
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New Hope News and Notes 
 

Upcoming Events  

  Sunday, January 31   Reception for Rev. James, 11:30 am  

  Tuesday, February 9  Elders’ Meeting, 7 pm 

  Wednesday, February 10 Bible Study, 6 pm 

      Vespers Service, 7 pm 

      New Testament Basics/Confirmation, 7:30 pm 

  Sunday, February 14  Divine Service, 8 am (Masks required) 

      Old Testament Basics, 8:45 am 

      Divine Service, 10 am (Masks optional) (also  

        broadcast online and to the church parking lot). 

      New Testament Basics, 11:30 am 

IN OUR PRAYERS: 

Birthdays: Ken Brandewie and Doug Gosnell – Feb. 11 

Anniversaries: Ken and Bonnie Brandewie – Feb. 10. 

Military personnel: Tristan Graft, Peter McKinney (son of Randy & Diana Buuck), Damon 

Topp (grandson of Randy & Diana Buuck), Nick Stephey and Denver Burkley (grandsons of Joey 

Septer), Ethan and Rodney Bearman (friends of Randy & Diana Buuck). 

Members and catechumens of our congregation: Cynthia Miller, Leona Meyer, Nancy Small, 

Thelma Yager, Keith Fuller, Tammy Saalfrank, Carol Schumacher, Marilyn Kimmel, Michelle 

Bowman, Russell Sponseller, Duane Klaus, Marjorie Johnson. 

Friends and family of the members of our congregation: Susan Gaines, Alice Jacobs, 

Makenzie Webb (granddaughter of Carol Schumacher), Gracie Myers (granddaughter of Kent 

and Donna Myers), Johnny Johnson (husband of Candace Johnson), Jody Ford (friend of Randy 

and Tammy Saalfrank), Tom Bailey (father of Lori Bauermeister), Megan Dunham (daughter of 

Dave and Michelle Bowman), Bruce McBride (son-in-law of Connie Johnson), Michael Johnson 

(son of Marjorie Johnson), Isabella Smith (great-niece of Lori Bauermeister), Beth Garman 

(friend of Diana Buuck), Gary Carnes (father of Karen Peck), Hadley Schumaker (great-niece of 

Lee Ann Siples), Scott and Cathy Lochner and family (friends of Tina Bauermeister), Todd Kiser 

(brother of Tina Bodner), Ben Aeschliman (cousin of Lori Bauermeister), Mike and Deb Buuck 

(brother and sister-in-law of Randy Buuck). 

 

SCRIP – If you would like to purchase Scrip gift cards, please call Janice Braun - 260-602-5175. 

 

 “SHOWER TREE” There is a “shower tree” on the hallway table that has butterflies and stars 

clipped on it of things our church needs for the kitchen, bathrooms, and other areas. If you would 

like to help, just take a few butterflies or stars with things written on them. You may put your 

purchased items on the kitchen counter that has the microwave. Janice & Charlene will put them 

where needed. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
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FELLOWSHIP TIME -- Have you been coming to the fellowship time after services?  Please 

join us.  We are looking for people to serve "goodies".  There is a sheet on the table across from 

the office where you can sign up for your turn. 

 

BAKED GOODS will be for sale after each service and during the Sunday School hour.  All 

proceeds will go to the ILC. 

 

LISTEN TO BIBLE STUDY BY PHONE…Are you unable to access on-demand audio using a 

smart phone, personal computer or tablet?  Thanks to Dial-a-Podcast you can now listen on your 

phone to Pastor Weedon’s daily 15-minute Bible study, The Word of the Lord Endures 

Forever.  Simply dial (618) 262-0078. 

 

YOUR DAILY LUTHERAN BIBLE CLASS… Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast 

produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 

Wilken.  This week’s teachings include: The Word “Kingdom” in the Bible, Old Testament 

Patriarch Jacob, Saul Becomes King, The Day of Atonement and more.  You can listen on-

demand at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 

 

THANK YOU to the following who assisted in today’s mission festival: Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill 

and Rev. Roger James from the International Lutheran Council, Sean Bennett (Trumpet), Samuel 

Lind (Trombone), and Amy Schueler (Organ), Carol Schumacher and the ladies of the Mary 

Martha Guild, Rev. Peter Brock (4th Vice President of the Indiana District-LCMS).  

 

The “Gesima” Sundays and Septuagesima 

       Our liturgical preparation for Easter takes place through three distinct periods. The first is 

the “Gesimas."  These three Sundays before Lent are mainly focused on the grace of God and 

examine that grace from three perspectives. This Sunday, Septuagesima (meaning “about 70 

days”), highlights the theme that grace is undeserved.  The collect for this Sunday implores God 

to graciously hear us, who are justly punished for our sin, so that we may be delivered by His 

goodness.  The goodness of God is emphasized in the parable of the vineyard workers in the 

day’s Gospel, Matthew 20:1-16. All the laborers receive the reward because of the goodness of 

the landowner and not because of their own labor or merit.  We prepare for Easter by 

remembering that Christ has borne the heat and burden of the day for us so that we might have 

that goodness for free. 
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