
The Congregation at Prayer 
New Hope Lutheran Church, Ossian, Indiana 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer  

For the week of the Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli) 

Beginning December 20, 2020 

Theme: “John the Baptizer Points Everyone to the Messiah”* 

 

 (Congregation speaks non-italic boldface text) 

Invocation  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.*** 

Verse: Titus3:4-5a (ESV): “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not 

because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy,…” 

Psalm 103 

The Catechism: The Second Article** 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Preschool + 

What does this mean? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, 

begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, 

is my Lord, 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 

purchased and won me from all sins, 

from death, and from the power of the devil;  

not with gold or silver, 

but with His holy, precious blood 

and with His innocent suffering and death, 

that I may be His own 

and live under Him in His kingdom  

and serve Him  

in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

This is most certainly true. 

Second Grade + 

 

 



 

Readings for the week of the Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Day Bible Narrative Second Reading 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Advent 4— John Prepares for the Redeemer—John 1:19-28  

St. Thomas, Apostle: John 20:24-29  
The Annunciation: Luke 1:26-38  

The Birth of Christ Foretold to Joseph: Matthew 1:18-25  

Christmas Eve: The Nativity of Our Lord—Luke 2:1-20  

Christmas Day: The Word Became Flesh—John 1:1-18  

St. Stephen, Martyr: Acts 6:8—7:2a, 51-60 

 

Ephesians 4:7, 11-16 

Isaiah 7:10-14  

Isaiah 9:2-7  

Titus 2:11-14  

Titus 3:4-7  

Matthew 23:34-39 

 

 Prayers: Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Advent: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 

might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*** 

 The Second Article: Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son to redeem us lost and condemned sinners 

that we may be your own. Grant that we may always live under You in Your kingdom and serve You in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence and blessedness.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

 The following: Peg, Matthew, and Andrew Buuck; Randy and Diana Buuck; Caleb, Karen, Mikayla, and Mason 

Chichester; Miriam Dettmer; Jeet and Shivani Dhami, Daryl Doehrmann, Marlene Eschenbacher. 

 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

 

 Morning Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

 Evening Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

The Hymn of the Week: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (stanzas 1-2)   LSB 359 

Looking forward to the First Sunday after Christmas                                                        December 27, 2020 

Readings:  Isaiah 11:1–5 

  Galatians 4:1–7 

  Luke 2:22–40 

 

Theme: “The Seed of David Comes to His Temple”* 

 

Lectionary Summary: “A Rod has come forth from the stem of Jesse (Is. 11:1–5)—the Seed of David whose kingdom shall 

be established forever (2 Sam. 7:1–16). In the fullness of time, God sent forth His Son Jesus to redeem us from the judgment 

of the Law (Gal. 4:1–7). Now He is presented in the temple in fulfillment of the Law and revealed to be ‘a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel’ (Luke 2:22–40). Christ has enlightened us in baptism, giving 

us to be adopted as sons of God and heirs of eternal life. Receiving the Holy Sacrament of His body and blood, we are 

prepared to depart this world in peace, for our eyes have seen the salvation of God in Him.”* 

“The Congregation at Prayer” has been adapted from the model provided by Peter Bender, Lutheran Catechesis: Catechist Edition: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Catechesis for a Lutheran Congregation 2nd Edition (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011), 21-22 and the September 1, 2019 

version at peacesussex.org/downloads (accessed 9/17/2019) as well as Peter Bender’s Master Schedule for 2020-2021 academic year found at 

www.lutherancatechesis.org/resource/ (last accessed 12/17/2020). 

*Themes and lectionary summary provided by www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries. 

**Catechism format for The Lord’s Prayer adapted from the Lutheran Catechesis Learn-By-Heart Edition of Luther’s Small Catechism (Sussex, WI: 

Concordia Catechetical Academy, 1998). Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism: Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing 

House.  Used with permission.  www.cph.org. 

***Apostles’ Creed and Collect of the Day provided by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  

http://www.cph.org/

