
The Congregation at Prayer 
New Hope Lutheran Church, Ossian, Indiana 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer  

For the week of Septuagesima  

Beginning January 31, 2021 

Theme: “Grace Alone”* 

(Congregation speaks non-italic boldface text) 

Invocation  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.*** 

Verse: Psalm 130:3-5 (ESV): “If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there 

is forgiveness, that you may be feared. I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope.” 

Psalm: 106:24-48 

The Catechism: Confession** 

What is Confession? 

Confession has two parts. 

first, that we confess our sins, 

and second, that we receive absolution, 

that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, 

not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven  

before God in heaven. 

Kindergarten + 

What sins should we confess? 

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, 

even those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; 

but before the pastor we should confess only those sins 

which we know and feel in our hearts. 

Second Grade + 

Which are these? 

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: 

Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? 

Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? 

Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? 

Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? 

Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, 

or done any harm?  

Third Grade + 

Readings for the week of Septuagesima 

Day Bible Narrative Second Reading 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Septuagesima—The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard—Mt. 20:1-16  

The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Part 1)—Luke 15:11-24  

The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Part 2)—Luke 15:25-32  

The Purification & Presentation—Luke 2:22-32  

David’s Sin with Bathsheba—2 Samuel 11:1-27  

The Prophet Nathan Confronts David—2 Samuel 12:1-25  

The Miraculous Catch of Fish—Luke 5:1-11  

The Power of the Word of God—Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34  

Psalm 51  

 

Psalm 32  

John 20:19-23  

Matthew 28:18-20  

Hebrews 4:9-13 



 

 Prayers: Collect for Septuagesima: O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the 

consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*** 

 Confession: Heavenly Father, we plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of. We have failed to keep the 

Ten Commandments in our various stations in life. For the sake of the perfect life, suffering, and death of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy upon us, grant us forgiveness, and bring us to everlasting life. Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen.  

The following:  Randy, Tammy, Wayne, and Elayne Saalfrank; Darlean Schell; Erik, Melissa, Ava, Gabrielle, and 

Abigail Schlemmer; Carol Schumacher; Geyer Septer; Johanna Septer; Brad, Cortney, and Aubree Shuler.. 

  

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

 

 Morning Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

 Evening Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

The Hymn of the Week: “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee” (stanzas 1-3)   LSB 607 

Looking forward to Sexagesima                                                February 7, 2021 

Readings:  Isaiah 55:10–13 

  2 Corinthians 11:19—12:9 

   or Hebrews 4:9–13 

  Luke 8:4–15 

 

Theme: “Scripture Alone”* 

 

Lectionary Summary: “The Sower sows the seed of His Word (Luke 8:4–15). This Word is living and powerful (Heb. 4:9–

13) to conceive new life in those who hear it. But the planting of Christ is attacked by the devil, the world, and the flesh. 

Satan snatches the Word away from hard hearts. The riches and pleasures of this life choke off faith. Shallow and emotional 

belief withers in time of temptation and trouble. But see how Christ bears this attack for us! Christ’s cross was planted in 

the hard and rocky soil of Golgotha. A crown of thorns was placed upon His head. Satan and His demons hellishly hounded 

and devoured Him. Yet, through His dying and rising again, He destroyed these enemies of ours. Jesus is Himself the Seed 

which fell to the ground and died in order that it might sprout forth to new life and produce much grain. In Him, the weak 

are strong (2 Cor. 11:19–12:9). He is the Word of the Father which does not return void (Is. 55:10–13) but yields a harvest 

hundredfold.”* 

“The Congregation at Prayer” has been adapted from the model provided by Peter Bender, Lutheran Catechesis: Catechist Edition: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Catechesis for a Lutheran Congregation 2nd Edition (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011), 21-22 and the September 1, 2019 

version at peacesussex.org/downloads (accessed 9/17/2019) as well as Peter Bender’s Master Schedule for 2020-2021 academic year found at 

www.lutherancatechesis.org/resource/ (last accessed 01/26/2021). 

*Themes and lectionary summary provided by www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries. 

**Catechism format adapted from the Lutheran Catechesis Learn-By-Heart Edition of Luther’s Small Catechism (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical 

Academy, 1998). Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism: Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House.  Used with 

permission.  www.cph.org. 

***Apostles’ Creed and Collect of the Day provided by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.  

 

http://www.cph.org/

