
The Congregation at Prayer 
New Hope Lutheran Church, Ossian, Indiana 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer  

For the Week of the Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

Beginning July 4, 2021 

Theme: “Jesus Makes Fishers of Men”* 

 (Congregation speaks non-italic boldface text) 

Invocation  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.*** 

Verse: 1 Corinthians 1:18 (ESV): For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 

Psalm: 119:81-96 

The Catechism: The Office of the Keys** 

What is the Office of the Keys? 

     The Office of the Keys is that special authority 

     which Christ has given to His church on earth 

     to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, 

     but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant 

     as long as they do not repent. 

First Grade + 

Where is this written? 

     This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: 

The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 

If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; 

if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Second Grade + 

What do you believe according to these words? 

I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us 

by His divine command, 

in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners 

from the Christian congregation  

and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, 

this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, 

as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself. 

Third Grade + 

 

Readings for the week of Trinity 5 

Day Bible Narrative Second Reading 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Trinity 5— Jesus Calls the Disciples to Be Fishers of Men—Luke 5:1-11  

Paul and Silas Are Imprisoned at Philippi—Acts 16:16-34  

Paul, the Roman Citizen, Leaves Philippi—Acts 16:35-40  

Paul Preaches in the Synagogues at Thessalonica & Berea—Acts 17:1-15 

Paul Preaches in the Areopagus of Athens—Acts 17:16-34  

The Ministry of Paul in Corinth—Acts 18:1-22  

Paul’s Third Missionary Journey Begins—Acts 18:23—19:10 

 

Romans 8:1-11  

Romans 8:12-18  

Romans 8:18-25  

Romans 8:26-31  

Romans 8:32-39  

Romans 9:1-13 



 

 Prayers: Collect for Trinity 5: “O God, You have prepared for those who love You good things that surpass all 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love toward You that we, loving You above all things, may obtain Your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”*** 

 Prayer on the Catechism – Confession and the Office of the Keys: Heavenly Father, thank You for calling ministers 

of Christ to deal with us by Your divine command.  Grant that these ministers may be faithful in their calling to exclude the 

unrepentant and absolve the repentant.  Grant repentance to the unrepentant and strengthen your people so that they would 

not fall into willful, unrepentant sin. Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen.  

 In our prayers this week: Laxman, Rajni, Rebecca, and Advik Singh; Randy and Lee Ann Siples; Nancy Small; 

Grahm and Katie Smith; Mark and Donna Smith; Sharon Snow; Michael, Rachel, Shawna, Makayla, and Emily Edmiston;  

 

 Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

 Morning Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

 Evening Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.** 

The Hymn of the Week: “Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle”   LSB 454 

Looking forward to Trinity 6                                                                July 11, 2021 

Readings:  Exodus 20:1–17 

  Romans 6:(1–2) 3–11 

  Matthew 5:(17–19) 20–26 

 

Theme: “Our Only Hope Is in Christ’s Righteousness”* 

 

Lectionary Summary: “‘Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven’ (Matt 5:20). God demands nothing less than perfection and holiness from you in regard to His 

commandments (Ex. 20:1–17). Your only hope, then, is not in your own goodness but in the goodness of Christ, who did not 

come to destroy the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfill them for you. In Christ, your righteousness does indeed exceed that 

of the scribes and Pharisees. For you have been baptized into Christ’s death and your sinful nature crucified. Therefore, he 

who has died has been freed from sin (Rom. 6:1–11). You are now raised with Christ to walk in newness of life and to share 

in His resurrection on the Last Day. Christ has brought you through the baptismal sea ‘out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery’ (Ex. 20:2). Therefore, ‘consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus’ (Rom. 6:11).”*  

 “The Congregation at Prayer” has been adapted from the model provided by Peter Bender, Lutheran Catechesis: Catechist Edition: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Catechesis for a Lutheran Congregation 2nd Edition (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011), 21-22 and the September 1, 2019 

version at peacesussex.org/downloads (accessed 9/17/2019) as well as Peter Bender’s Master Schedule for 2020-2021 academic year found at 

www.lutherancatechesis.org/resource/ (last accessed 06/21/2021). 

*Themes and lectionary summary provided by www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries. Last accessed 05/19/2020. 

**Catechism format adapted from the Lutheran Catechesis Learn-By-Heart Edition of Luther’s Small Catechism (Sussex, WI: Concordia Catechetical 

Academy, 1998). Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism: Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House.  Used with 

permission.  www.cph.org. 

***Apostles’ Creed and Collect of the Day provided by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
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