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Welcome! 
We’re glad you’ve joined us as we gather to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

We don’t gather because we’re perfect. We gather because we’re sinners who desperately need 

the forgiveness Jesus won for us by His life, death, and resurrection. As you prepare for the 

Divine Service today, you are invited to pray the prayers inside the front cover of your hymnal. 

As you prepare for communion, please read the statement on page 9. 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

Hymn of Invocation: 515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit (Congregation sings text in bold.) Psalm 85:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4–5 

 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

 The Lord | is at hand. 

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

 you covered | all their sin. 

Will you not revive | us again,* 

 that your people may re- | joice in you? 

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 



4 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

 The Lord | is at hand. 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 

hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1–11 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

 that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
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4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all flesh shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6A voice says, “Cry!” 

 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades 

 when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

 surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, 

 but the word of our God will stand forever. 

9Get you up to a high mountain, 

 O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

 O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 

 lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

 “Behold your God!” 
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

 and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him. 
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

 and gently lead those that are with young. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm (Congregation sings text in bold.) Psalm 85; antiphon: v. 9 

 
1LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 
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2You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

 you covered | all their sin. 
3You withdrew | all your wrath;* 

 you turned from your hot | anger. 

4Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* 

 and put away your indignation | toward us! 
5Will you be angry with us for- | ever?* 

 Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations? 
6Will you not revive | us again,* 

 that your people may re- | joice in you? 
7Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 

 and grant us your sal- | vation. 

8Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 

 but let them not turn back to | folly. 
9Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 

 that glory may dwell | in our land. 

10Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* 

 righteousness and peace kiss each | other. 
11Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,* 

 and righteousness looks down | from the sky. 
12Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,* 

 and our land will yield its | increase. 
13Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 

 and make his foot- | steps a way. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 4:1–5 

 1This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 

God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a 

very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even 

judge myself. 4I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is 

the Lord who judges me. 5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the 

Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the 

purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

  

 
  

 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and 

said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the 

lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 

good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A 

man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What 

then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of 

whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the 

Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
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incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 

day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day: 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 

    All you children of the day!” 

 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, 

    Let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 

    Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 

    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

4 So, when next He comes in glory 

    And the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with His mercy 

    And with words of love draw near. 

 

D 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 

    To the Father and the Son 

With the ever-living Spirit 

    While eternal ages run! 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

Sermon 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
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Offering (At the conclusion of the service, please place your offering in the plate near the 

sanctuary doors.) 

Prayer of the Church (After every “…let us pray to the Lord,” the Congregation responds, 

“Lord, have mercy.”) 

Service of the Sacrament 

God’s Word states that in the Lord’s Supper Jesus offers His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(Matt. 26:28), that partaking of this Supper together is a confession of our unity in faith (1 Cor. 10:16–17) 

and that the body and blood of Jesus can be received to one’s harm (1 Cor. 11:27–32). Out of love for 

those who commune, New Hope Lutheran Church communes only those who 

1. Have been taught and examined in the Christian faith,  

2. Confess their sins and trust in Christ for forgiveness,  

3. Have made a public confession of their agreement with us in this one Scriptural faith            

 through membership in this congregation or another congregation of the Lutheran        

 Church—Missouri Synod.   

4. Have spoken with the pastor prior to the service. 

If you are not a communicant member of New Hope or another LCMS congregation, you are invited to 

come up for a blessing; please cross your arms during the distribution. 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 

they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore 
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with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 

peace. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution Hymn: 636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 

Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 

    Come into the daylight’s splendor, 

    There with joy your praises render. 

Bless the One whose grace unbounded 

This amazing banquet founded; 

    He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 

    Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 

 

2 Hasten as a bride to meet Him, 

And with loving rev’rence greet Him. 

    For with words of life immortal 

    He is knocking at your portal. 

Open wide the gates before Him, 

Saying, as you there adore Him: 

    Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, 

    That I nevermore will leave You. 
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3 He who craves a precious treasure 

Neither cost nor pain will measure; 

    But the priceless gifts of heaven 

    God to us has freely given. 

Though the wealth of earth were proffered, 

None could buy the gifts here offered: 

    Christ’s true body, for you riven, 

    And His blood, for you once given. 

 

4 Now in faith I humbly ponder 

Over this surpassing wonder 

    That the bread of life is boundless 

    Though the souls it feeds are countless: 

With the choicest wine of heaven 

Christ’s own blood to us is given. 

    Oh, most glorious consolation, 

    Pledge and seal of my salvation! 

 

5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

    Peace beyond all understanding, 

    Joy into all life expanding: 

Humbly now, I bow before You; 

Love incarnate, I adore You; 

    Worthily let me receive You 

    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 

    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 

At Your feet I cry, my maker, 

Let me be a fit partaker 

    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 

    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 

    On the cross for me to languish 

    And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 

And to shed Your blood in sadness. 

    By this blood redeemed and living, 

    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 

    By Your love I am invited, 

    Be Your love with love requited; 

By this Supper let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

    Through the gift of grace You give me 

    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8): Public domain 

Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110001712 
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Distribution Hymn: 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Hymn: 639 Wide Open Stand the Gates 
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Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001712 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of 

all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
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A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 

faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

 

Hymn to Depart: 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare 

For Christ to come and enter there. 
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3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away 

Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 

And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face 

Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

D 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 
 

 

New Hope News and Notes 
 

  December 6, 2020 Stewardship 

Giving:     General Fund: $5,420 (Amount needed weekly: $2,959) 

     Mortgage: $0 (Remaining Debt: $103,775) 

 

Upcoming Events  

  Sunday, December 13   New Testament Basics, 11:30 am   

  Wednesday, December 16 Bible Study, 6 pm 

      Advent Evening Prayer Service, 6:30 pm 

      New Testament Basics, 7:30 pm 

  Sunday, December 20   Divine Service, 8 am (Masks required) 

      Old Testament Basics, 8:45 am  

      Divine Service 10 am (Masks optional) 

           (also online and in the church parking lot). 

      New Testament Basics, 11:30 pm 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS: 

 

Birthdays: Carol Schumacher – Dec. 17; Karen Peck – Dec. 18. 

Military personnel: Tristan Graft, Peter McKinney (son of Randy & Diana Buuck), Damon 

Topp (grandson of Randy & Diana Buuck), Nick Stephey and Denver Burkley (grandsons of Joey 

Septer), Ethan and Rodney Bearman (friends of Randy & Diana Buuck). 

Members and catechumens of our congregation: Cynthia Miller, Leona Meyer, Nancy Small, 

Thelma Yager, Keith Fuller, Tammy Saalfrank, Carol Schumacher, Marilyn Kimmel, Michelle 

Bowman, Russell Sponseller, Duane Klaus, Marjorie Johnson. 

Friends and family of the members of our congregation: Susan Gaines, Alice Jacobs, 

Makenzie Webb (granddaughter of Carol Schumacher), Gracie Myers (granddaughter of Kent 

and Donna Myers), Johnny Johnson (husband of Candace Johnson), Jody Ford (friend of Randy 

and Tammy Saalfrank), Tom Bailey (father of Lori Bauermeister), Megan Dunham (daughter of 
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Dave and Michelle Bowman), Bruce McBride (son-in-law of Connie Johnson), Michael Johnson 

(son of Marjorie Johnson), Chad Grieser (son-in-law of Duane and Jeani Klaus), Isabella Smith 

(great-niece of Lori Bauermeister), Beth Garman (friend of Diana Buuck), Gary Carnes (father of 

Karen Peck), Hadley Schumaker (great-niece of Lee Ann Siples), Sheila Park (mother of Katie 

Todd), Scott and Cathy Lochner and family (friends of Tina Bauermeister), Todd Kiser (brother 

of Tina Bodner), Ben Aeschliman (cousin of Lori Bauermeister), Mike and Deb Buuck (brother 

and sister-in-law of Randy Buuck), Darrell, Madison, and Brooke (brother and nieces of Lori 

Bauermeister). 

 

SCRIP – Our church received $45.57 for the church mortgage from Scrip sales in September and 

October. If you would like to purchase Scrip gift cards, please call Janice Braun - 260-602-5175. 

 

BREAD AND BAKING MIXES FOR SALE…Mary Martha ladies will be selling breads and 

baking mixes in jars today.  These are tasty and make great gifts.  The breads will keep in your 

refrigerator and the mixes will keep in your pantry for weeks. 

 

LISTEN TO BIBLE STUDY BY PHONE…Are you unable to access on-demand audio using a 

smart phone, personal computer or tablet?  Thanks to Dial-a-Podcast you can now listen on your 

phone to Pastor Weedon’s daily 15-minute Bible study, The Word of the Lord Endures 

Forever.  Simply dial (618) 262-0078. 

 

A DAILY, 15-MINUTE, VERSE-BY-VERSE BIBLE STUDY… The Word of the Lord 

Endures Forever is a podcast hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon and produced by Lutheran 

Public Radio in Collinsville, IL.  Pastor Weedon will be leading a study this week on The Rich 

Young Man, Laborers in the Vineyard, Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time and A Mother’s 

Request.  You can listen on-demand at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app and your 

favorite podcast provider. 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR CHRISTMAS SERVICES (Unless otherwise noted, masks are optional.)  

December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight (Masks required), 6:30 pm 

December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight, 9 pm 

December 25: Christmas Day Divine Service, 10 am 

December 27: First Sunday of Christmas Divine Service, 10 am 

December 31: New Year’s Eve/Eve of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus, 6:30 pm 
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